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“CriticalAnalysisoftheObjectivesand OutcomesoftheCompulsory

EnglishcoursesinMumbai,PuneandSolapurUniversity”

Introduction:

With the accelerated speed ofglobalization afterthe 1990s,and the rapid

developmentandinventionsinthefieldofelectronics,communicationhaschangedits

roleandnatureduringthelastthreedecades.Theabilitytocommunicatewithan

internationalaudiencewithoutcreatinganyhindranceshasbecometheneedofthe

hour.Thesechangesinthefieldofscienceandtechnology,economicsandotherwalks

oflifearewellreflectedinthecontemporaryeducationalsystem.HigherEducation

Institutes(HEIs)aim atprovidingtheirstudentswiththeindispensablelanguageskills

toenablethem tosurviveintheglobalisedworkculture.Throughthetoolsofcurriculum

designingandsyllabusformation,universitiesattempttoincorporatethebasictraining

ofcommunicativeabilitytothegraduatesthroughtheCompulsoryEnglishCourses.The

presentresearchproposestoanalyzetheCompulsoryEnglishCoursesintheselect

universitiesofMaharashtraintermsoftheobjectivesandoutcomesandhowtheyare

reflectedinthesyllabioftherespectiveuniversities.

StatementoftheProblem:

Duringthelastdecadesofthetwentiethcenturyandthefirsttwentyyearsofthetwenty

firstcentury,tremendouschangeshavetakenplaceinthehighereducationsystem

worldwide.Theshiftfrom knowledge-basedcurriculum toskill-basedcurriculum has

takenplaceowingtothedemandsoftheglobalisedworld.Ithasbeentheprimarygoal

ofHigherEducationInstitutes(HEIs)toequipgraduateswithnecessaryskillstoenable

them toworkanddealwithaglobalworkforce.Thishasalsocreatedtheneedtotrain

thestudentsinnecessarysoftskillsandcommunicativeabilitiestoensurethat‘easeto

dobusinesses’isdevelopedamongthem fortheirfutureendeavours.Graduatesofany

stream,inthemodernage,shouldhavethebasicknowledgeofthecommunication

processandmustbeabletocommunicateeffectivelyinthevarioussituations.They

shouldbeinternationallyintelligiblewhentheyusethefourbasiclanguageskillsviz.

listening,speaking,reading and writing.However,theselanguageskillsshould be



impartedtothem inthecontextofthenewagedemands.IHEsattempttoprovidethese

basicskillsandtrainingtotheirstudentsthroughtheincorporationof‘Compulsory

English’courses,attheundergraduatelevelsyllabiinalmostalltheprogrammes.Here,

Englishistaughtasalinklanguage,keepinginmindthechangingdemandsowingto

technologicaldevelopments.

The presentresearch proposes to analyse the objectives and outcomes ofthe

Compulsory English Courses in differentprogrammes ofUniversity ofMumbai,

SavitribaiPhule Pune Universityand PunyashlokAhilyadeviHolkarSolapurUniversity,

Solapur.Attemptswillbemadetoanalysehow theseobjectivesandoutcomesare

reflectedinthemodulesthroughwhichstudentsaretrainedintheseskills.

ObjectivesoftheStudy:

1.To compareand contrastthesyllabiofcompulsoryEnglish coursesin the
selecteduniversities

2.ToanalyzetheobjectivesofthecompulsoryEnglishcoursesintheselected
universities

3.Toevaluatetheoutcomeofsuchcoursesintermsofthestudents'performance
inspeciallydesignedtasks

4.Toform aconclusiononthebasisofanalysisofthestudents'performance

Discussion:

TheUniversityofMumbai,oneoftheoldestandpremiereHigherEducation

Institutes(HEIs),notonlyinMaharashtrabutatthenationallevel,hasalwaysbeen

tryingtokeepitselfabreastwiththenew developmentsintheworldofscienceand

technology,communicationandbusiness.Throughthesyllabiofmostofthegraduation

programmes,importanceisgiventothedevelopmentofbasiclanguageskillsamong

thestudents.Thisisdonethroughthe‘CompulsoryEnglish’courseprescribedinthe

firstyearoftheprogrammeinmostofthecases.TheF.Y.B.A CompulsoryEnglish

course entitled ‘Communicative Skillsin English’aimsatenhancing the language

proficiencyofthestudentsbyprovidingadequateexposuretoreadingandwritingskills.

Italsoproposestoorientthelearnerstowardsthefunctionalaspectsoflanguageand

increasetherangeoflexicalresource.Theseobjectivesarewellreflected in the



syllabus which contains units on basic grammar,reading skills,writing skills,

interpretationoftechnicaldata,essaywriting,vocabularybuilding,editing,summarizing,

e-mailwritingandreportwritingetc.Foradvancedlearners,aunitoncreativewritingis

alsoincludedinthesyllabus.Tutorialactivitieslikegroupdiscussion,mockinterviews,

debates,speeches,bookreviews,vocabulary/languagegames,twitsaredesignedto

enhancetheexposureofstudentsto theactual/realtimeuseoflanguage.The

progressofthestudentsisevaluatedthroughthewrittenexaminationattheendofboth

thesemesters.

ThecourseBusinessCommunicationisacompulsorypaperforF.Y.B.Com and

FirstyearBMSstudents.Theemphasishereisonprovidingthestudentswith thebasic

knowledgeofthecommunicationprocess.Theobjectivesofthecoursearetoenable

thestudentstounderstandcommunicationindomesticandinternationalbusiness

situations,customsandpracticesofcommunication.Thesyllabusofthecoursehas

alsocomponentslikebarrierstocommunication,structuringofcommunication,verbal

andnon-verbalcommunication,writinge-mails,handlingconflicts,reportandanalysis

writing,researchmethodology,presentationsofdifferenttypes,groupcommunication

likeinterviews,meeting,conferencesandpublicrelations,businesscorrespondenceof

differenttypesalongwithnecessarydiscussionofsummaryandtechnicalwriting.

Throughthesemodulestheuniversityattemptstoequipthestudentswithnecessary

communicationskillsusefulintheirprofessionallifeinfuture.

Forthefacultyofengineering,theFirstyearengineeringprogrammecontainsthe

course‘ProfessionalCommunicationandEthics-I’duringthesecondsemester,withthe

basic objectives to enable the students to understand the basic concepts of

communicationandenablethem tousethebasiclanguageskillseffectively.Alongwith

thebasictheoryofcommunication,thesyllabuscontainsvariousmodulesongrammar,

verbalaptitude,readingandwritingskills,paraphrasing,referencingstyles,business

correspondence,e-mailwriting,technicalwritingetc.Thecoursealsoincludesthebasic

traininginpersonalitydevelopmentandsocialetiquettesnecessaryforthestudentsin

theirfutureprofessionalandbusinessendeavours.

SavitribaiPhulePuneUniversityisalso oneoftheleading HigherEducation



Institutes(HEIs)inIndia,PunebeingpopularlyknownastheAlmamatteroflearning.An

analysisofthecompulsoryEnglishcoursesprescribedfordifferentprogrmmes,shows

theattemptsoftheuniversityauthoritiestoinculcatethebasiclanguageskillsamong

thestudentskeepinginmindtherequirementsresultingfrom thedrasticchanges

takingplaceintheworldaround.

FortheBachelorofArtsprogrammewithanyspecialization,studentshaveto

take the Compulsory English paperevery year.The F.Y.B.A.Compulsory English

syllabusaimsatexposingthestudentstothebestexamplesofproseandpoetryin

Englishtomakethestudentsrealizethebeautyofthecommunicativepowerofthe

Englishlanguage.Italsoproposestoinculcatehumanvaluesamongthestudentsalong

withdevelopingtheabilitytoappreciateideas.Onemoreobjectiveofthesyllabusisto

enhancetheemployabilityofthestudents.Torealizetheseobjectives,acollectionof

selectproseandpoetry,inadditiontogrammarandcommunicationskills,isprescribed

inthesyllabusforboththesemesters.Thestudents’achievementisevaluatedonthe

basisofinternalevaluation,mid-semesterexam andpracticalwork(30%)andterm end

writtenexam.

TheS.Y.B.A.CompulsoryEnglishpaperaimsatdevelopingcompetenceamong

thestudentsforselflearningaswellasatfamiliarizingthestudentswithexcellent

piecesofproseandpoetryinordertodeveloptheirinterestinreadingliterarypieces.

Furtherobjectivesofthepaperaretoexposethestudentstonativeculturalexperiences

and to develop overalllinguistic competence.The syllabus comprises ofliterary

components-proseandpoetry,andlanguagecomponents-vocabulary,grammarand

writtencommunication.Toalargeextent,themodulesinthesyllabusareinlinewith

theobjectivesandtheevaluationisbasedonthestudents’achievementinthewritten

examination.

TheT.Y.B.A.CompulsoryEnglishsyllabusoftheuniversitysetstheobjectivesas

introducingthestudentstothebestusesoflanguageinliterature,familiarizingstudents

withthecommunicativepowerofEnglish,enablingstudentstobecomecompetent

usersofEnglishandcontributingtotheoverallpersonalitydevelopmentofthestudents.

Thesyllabuscontainsliteraturecomponentsaswellaslanguagecomponents.The



literaturecomponentconsistsofselectproseandpoeticpieces,whereasthelanguage

componentfocusesongrammar,communicationskillsandsoftskills.Thefinalyear

studentsare,thus,equippedwiththebasiccommunicationskills.Theevaluationofthe

students’achievementisdonethroughwrittenexamination.

In the PunyashlokAhilyadeviHolkarSolapurUniversity,Solapur,Compulsory

EnglishCoursesareprescribedforallthethreeyearsofBachelorofArtsprogrammes.

Thesyllabiconsistofliteraryand grammarcomponentsthrough which thebasic

languageskillsofthestudentsaredeveloped.CompulsoryEnglishcoursesarealso

prescribed forthe firstyearstudents ofengineering programmesand also for

commerceandmanagementprogrammes.Herethefocusisonthedevelopmentofthe

communicativeabilitiesofthestudents.

Conclusion:

Thisstudyprovidesfindingsabouttheobjectivesandoutcomesofthecompulsory

Englishcoursesintheselectuniversitiesfrom Maharashtra.Theoverallstudyshows

thatthefourbasiclanguageskillsviz.Listening,Speaking,ReadingandWritingare

givenprimeimportancewhiledesigningthecompulsoryEnglishcourses.Keepingin

mindthechangingdemandsoftheglobalmarketandtherapiddevelopmentinthefield

ofinformationtechnology,thestudyofthenew setoflanguageandcommunication

skillshasbeenincorporatedinthesyllabiofthecompulsoryEnglishcourses.Some

universitiesdoitthroughthedirectstudyoftheskills,whereas,theotherattemptto

achievethisthroughtheintroductionofsomeliteraryworks.Theoverallconclusionof

theresearchisthat,thoughthesyllabiofthecompulsoryEnglishcoursesacrossthe

selectuniversitiesareskilloriented,someattemptsmustbemadetointroducemore

contentonsoftskillsandleadership
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